information will then be listed in order of priority, highest to lowest, in a Project
Priority List. The Project Priority List will show the following information: name of
system, project description, population served, priority point score, and dollars to
be funded. The Project Priority List will then be placed in the Intended Use Plan
which will go out for public review and comment. '

Project Ranking

The Director shall rank each project according to the project ranking criteria
developed by the Department. The Director shall assign points to each project
ranking criterion based upon the most current information available to him/her,
including information received prior to and during the public review process. The
Director shall annually evaluate the ranking of each project and make changes
as deemed necessary.

Tie Breaking Procedure

1. When two or more projects score equally under the Project Ranking
System, the project with the greatest score in Section A (Health Risk and
Compliance) of the priority ranking system will receive the higher ranking.
If this still results in a tie score, the system with the higher score in Section
B (Economic Factors) will be given a higher ranking.

Non-construction projects

1. Projects 1o refinance existing debt, guarantee or purchase insurance for
local debt obligations, or for other non-construction activities such as
planning and designing will be ranked in the same manner as construction
projects. The ranking will be based on the original purpose of the project
for which funding is being requested.

Project Priority List Revisions

As necessary, but not less than annually, the Director shall review the Project
Priority List for changes in estimated schedules, project costs and/or scope. The
Director may propose modifications of the Project Priority List at any time
according to these procedures:

1. Ad(dition to the list: projects can only be added to the list after the
solicitation of public comments.

2. By-pass provisions: a project on the Project Priority List may be by-
passed, without soliciting public comments, if it is apparent that the project
will not be ready to proceed (i.e. system will not be able to sign a loan
agreement) by the end of the federal fiscal year in which funding is






