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Appendix C - Project Ranking Criteria 
Projects are added to the PPL to be funded based on the rules for the DWSRF Program in 567 IAC Chapter 44. Projects 
will be funded as they become ready to proceed to construction. Adjustment to the list of fundable projects will be 
made, if necessary, to assure that at least 15% of the project funds are available to systems serving fewer than 10,000 
persons as specified in Section 1452(a) (2) of the Safe Drinking Water Act. Methods for determining the population 
served are described in 567 IAC Chapter 44. 
 
Iowa is currently able to fund all projects that are eligible, but the priority system will be available to use in the case that 
demand for DWSRF loans exceeds supply of funds. In the event that available funds are limited, funding shall be offered 
to the projects with highest rank on the PPL, subject to the project’s readiness to proceed, and shall proceed from the 
highest project downward, subject to availability of funds. 
 
PROJECT PRIORITY LIST RANKING CRITERIA 
Planning and Design projects are not ranked. Construction projects are ranked based on the DNR’s scoring system, 
described in 567 IAC Chapter 44. All projects shall be listed in descending order on the published PPL according to the 
number of total priority points assigned each project.  
 
When two or more projects have the same priority point total: 

1. The project sponsored by a system in the process of consolidation shall receive the higher priority; 
2. A private system in the process of forming and becoming a PWS shall have the next highest priority (if the 

system is determined by U.S. EPA regulations or guidance to be eligible for DWSRF funding); 
3. The entity with the smallest served population shall receive the next highest priority.  

 
Lead Service Line Replacement projects on the PPL will be given a contingency status until all fundable criteria described 
in section D. SFY 2024 Program Activities to be Supported of this IUP have been met. 
 
PROJECT PRIORITY LIST SCORING CRITERIA 
Eligible public drinking water supply projects will be scored in accordance with the scoring system contained in Chapter 
44 of the IAC.  
 
The DWSRF Project Scoring System assigns points to projects in each of the following scoring criteria: 

A. Human Health Risk-related Criteria (maximum of 60 points) 
B. Infrastructure and Engineering-related Improvement Criteria (maximum of 35 points) 
C. Affordability Criteria (maximum of 10 points) 
D. Special Category Improvements (maximum of 15 points) 
E. DNR Adjustment Factor for Population 

 
Projects involving a multiyear, phased effort may carry over their original priority point total from the previous year’s 
application, provided that the project owner reapplies at each stage. 
 

  


